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John Wayne Walding spent 12 years in the 

United States Army, including seven years in 

the Special Forces Group at Ft. Bragg, North 

Carolina. He served in Iraq and Afghanistan, 

and during his career at 3rd SFG, he served on 

ODA 396/3336 as a Special Forces 

Communications Sergeant and the Sniper 

Detachment as a Sniper Instructor. 

 

It was during the harrowing battle of Shok 

Valley on April 6, 2008, that John would lose his 

leg to a sniper, and yet returned fire for four 

more hours with his severed lower limb tied to 

his thigh. The incredible story of that six-hour 

fight is detailed in the book No Way Out: A 

Story of Valor in the Mountains of Afghanistan 

by Mitch Weiss and Kevin Maurer. 
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